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The TUC salutes Searchlight campaigns to expose 
fascism and racism at home and abroad. 


The government's programme of deep, rapid cuts 
has failed, and Britain’s ethnic minority 
communities have been particularly hard hit. 


But there is an alternative to self-defeating 
austerity. Show your support for a future 
that works by joining our national demo on 
October 20th. 


Frances O’Grady 
TUC General Secretary 
Designate 
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Editorial 


GROWING CONCERN OVER 
FUTURE OF POLICING 


By Gerry Gable 


THIS MONTH SEARCHLIGHT examines 
the government's plans for elected Police 
Commissioners. They have been a long 
time coming and the previous Labour 
government does not have clean hands 
in this matter. In isolation this move is 
worrying enough, yet the public are only 
seeing part of the picture. Since the 
ConDem coalition came to power in May 
2010 privatisation plans have spread to 
large sections of the police, prisons and 
courts, replacing vocation by the profit 
motive, and private companies wait like 
vultures for the collapse of the NHS and 
the opportunity to take over more elements 
of social service provision and education. 

Equally of concern is last month's report 
about the Hillsborough disaster in 1989, 
which revealed no less than a conspiracy 
between MPs of all hues and sections of 
the media and the police. That was 
followed by the excellent investigation in 
The Times of the abject failure of the police 
to protect white teenage girls in Rotherham 
from the most appalling sexual exploitation 
by gangs of men, largely from the Pakistani 
community, and shifting the blame from 
the perpetrators onto the victims. 

Even so, most police officers are decent 
people trying to do a hard job and serve 
the criminal justice system. The outburst 
close to the doors of 10 Downing Street 
by a foul-mouthed Conservative Chief 
Whip reveals the contempt in which such 
bullies hold the police. 

It will be a full year before most of the 
more senior people involved in the hacking 
scandal stand trial for offences including 
attempting to pervert the course of justice, 
a year before the public can find out how 
deep the rot goes. What we need is for 
the government to appoint a Royal 
Commission now to undertake a thorough 
investigation of policing in Britain. 


“No Platform” still alive and kicking 
Around four years ago the man who is now 
chief executive officer of the Hope Not 
Hate campaign advocated dropping our 
opposition to racists, fascists and other 
extremists being allowed to pollute public 
platforms, saying the policy was past its 
sell-by date. Unsurprisingly | objected. These 
days he is bubbling over with enthusiasm 
about being invited to join an ambitious 
young academic in yet another initiative. So 
we should not be shocked that this academic 
last February invited the leader of the English 
Democrats Party to address students at his 
university. While some may argue that the 
EDP is not a conventional extreme-right 
party, it has over the past 18 months 
recruited several former British National Party 
members who have rejected Nick Griffin's 
leadership but not the BNP's racist and fascist 
policies. They include top activists such as 
Eddy Butler, the man who ran the BNP's first 
successful council election campaign on the 
theme of “rights for whites”, and the 
former BNP Leeds councillor Chris Beverley, 
who acted as the BNP's liaison officer with 
German and Swedish nazis. 

Searchlight still supports “no platform" 
and a swift response in conjunction with 
Unite Against Fascism and others brought a 
rapid halt to plans by the Muslim Debate 
Initiative to debate with the leader of the 
English Defence League at Conway Hall in 
London. It was outside Conway Hall where 
Kevin Gately, a 20-year-old antifascist, was 
killed on a protest against the National 
Front in 1974. 

No surprise that, among those speaking 
out against this provocation, Hope Not 
Hate was absent: presumably too busy 
trawling Facebook to prove over and 
again that fascists and racists are indeed 
fascists and racists ... and that bears 
defecate in the woods. 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news 


and updates, blogs and reader comments 
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With the likelihood of a very low turnout for the police and crime commissioner elections on 15 November, 
Ken Hyder calls for real democratic accountability not individual commissioners, and for police officers 
motivated by vocation not profit. 


MANY DECADES AGO | interviewed 
a pensioner after Margaret Thatcher 
was elected to her first term. 

The pensioner was complaining 
that her local library had just been 
closed. | asked her who she had 
voted for. 

She confessed she had voted Tory, 
but hadn't expected all those savage 
cuts. 

It was hard to understand her 
surprise. Especially as Thatcher was 
one of the most honest prime 
ministers of the last century. She set 
out her stall, and did her damnedest 
to deliver what she promised. 

Now we have three Tory parties. 
They all do what you would expect 
of a Tory party. But the real Tory 
party (the one headed by David 
Cameron) is usually the most Tory. 

Of course Cameron, a Tony Blair 
clone, is not as upfront as Thatcher 
was. He said the NHS was safe in his 
hands. 

At first there was a lot of talk 
about efficiency, then Andrew 
Lansley reverted to type — the type 
supported by money from interested 
parties - and more and more the 
focus shifted to privatisation. 

The fact that he was reshuffled 
does not mean the NHS is again safe 
in Cameron's hands. 

Which brings us to police 
commissioners — a move touted as 
being a great leap in police 
accountability. | believe in 
democracy. And | welcome an 
improved democratic system of 
holding the police to account for 
their actions and priorities. 

Having a single police 
commissioner is not an 
improvement, however. 

But before we look at why it is so 


potentially disastrous, let's notice 
that like the NHS, once the process 
of organising police commissioners 
got under way, gradually 
privatisation started being linked 
with it. 

Is there a connection? You bet 
there is. 

But first, democracy. 

With something as important as 
the NHS, democratic accountability 
is extra important. After all, in 
extreme circumstances, we are 
talking about life and death 
decisions and priorities which will 
affect life and death chances. 

We should want the oversight in 
this kind of area to be democratic. If 
those elected get it wrong, then 
they should be deselected. And 
when it comes to day-to-day 
decisions | would prefer them to be 
made by people in the job for 
reasons of vocation, rather than 
people working for a private 
company motivated by profits. 

Policing is just as important as 
health for different reasons. The 
police can pick you up and take you 
to a police station to question you, 
and hold you there according to the 
law. 

They can focus on some crimes, 
rather than others, maybe targeting 
particular groups identified by race 
or sexual orientation. 

For these reasons, just like the 
NHS, we should insist on real 
democracy — and staff motivated by 
vocation and not profit. 

Over the last thirty years | have 
reported on policing for a number of 
national newspapers and | have built 
up a wide range of contacts in the 
field from chief constable rank and 
below, and specialist researchers and 


criminologists. 

Since the police commissioners 
idea was first mooted, dozens of 
officers and criminologists have 
expressed their opinions to me in 
confidence. And not a single one has 
been in favour of the police 
commissioner option. 

They say things like: “It's too 
dangerous.” 

And most of them say that the 
preferable option is very simple: give 
existing police authorities the 
increased powers the commissioners 
will have. Then get rid of the 
unelected magistrates and make all 
seats directly elected. 

That way, they argue, the 
accountability will be in the hands of 
a dozen or so people, and it is 
harder to corrupt a dozen people 
than just one. 

One senior researcher told me: 
“It's not just bullshit from the Tories 
about having greater democracy, 
but it's just not a good way to go 
about it. 

“It's also too early to redistribute 
power in this way. Nobody will take 
it seriously. I'd predict a poor 
turnout. 

“It's also a good opportunity to 
create a swell of political opinion 
against the Tories. I'm thinking of 
Labour commissioners in the Labour 
heartland being well-placed to argue 
for more money to do the job 
properly — and having a big political 
majority. In some places the local 
population is in the millions, 
meaning that the electorate is bigger 
than in any MPs constituency. 

“If they take on the Home Office, 
it will be an interesting battle to 
observe. | can't understand why the 
Tories went for this model — why 
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should they create a rod for their 
own backs?” 

He also said the privatisation 
process could be problematic. It 
would involve people selling their 
own jobs in effect. “The contracts 
could be going to companies who 
promise the earth but can't deliver.” 

The other problem he said was in 
setting priorities. The law covers a 
lot of ground. There are more laws 
available for pursuing than officers 
to pursue them. This opens the 
ground for commissioners to have a 
pet populist priority — just like 
Greater Manchester Chief Constable 
James Anderton in the 1980s who 
focussed on homosexuals. 

Anderton stated that 
homosexuals, drug addicts and 
prostitutes who had AIDS were 
“swirling in a cesspit of their own 
making", sparking off an earlier 
debate on public accountability and 
democratic oversight of the police. 

Now the new commissioner's post 
lays it open for particular policies to 
be pursued for political self- 
aggrandisement. 

Already we have seen in London a 
battle between Scotland Yard and 
Boris Johnson's office. Johnson 
wanted the Yard to form a capital- 
wide anti-gang squad. The Yard 
resisted, saying it was moving away 
from specialist squads and believing 
that local police in London should 
look after local gangs. 

In the end, the Yard caved in. Now 
senior officers are boasting about 
how successful the move was, while 
displaying a reluctance to give Boris 
the credit. 

There is nothing wrong with the 
people deciding, in my view. But the 
people deciding through a body of 
elected people, rather than one 
person with a personal-political 
agenda, is safer. The danger is of a 
commissioner bragging about how 
the police were forced to crack 
down on this or that group, or type 
of crime in order to secure a populist 
re-election. 

There is a great deal of argument 
about police commissioners being 
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politicised, but there should be no 
surprise that it is political ... the root 
is the same. 

The problem is not that it is 
political — more like it is not political 
or democratic enough. Politicians 
should be clear and transparent 


Home Secretary Theresa May addresses police officers 


about their policing agendas. 

One copper who made his 
position clear and who warned of 
the dangers of one-person 
commissioners has suffered. Many 
people inside and outside the job 
think Hugh Orde should currently be 


heading Scotland Yard. Instead he 
was rejected politically, and is now 
languishing as president of the 
Association of Chief Police Officers, 
an organisation itself being steadily 
undermined by the government. 

He is suffering for being too 
political for the Tory party. He stood 
up and argued against the one- 
person commissioner move, and one 
senior officer commented: “He is 
last of a generation prepared to 
stand up and tell the truth as he sees 
it. Now all senior officers will be 
looking to job security and 
advancement and will be running 
scared of being controversial. 

“But sometimes you have to be 
controversial if you believe in 
something strongly enough." 

If you compare the “political” 
Hugh's record as Chief Constable in 
the most political of environments, 
Northern Ireland, he comes out 
better and more surefootedly adept 
than his bitter opponent, Home 
Secretary Theresa May, who at least 
provides a laugh with every gaffe. 
And a hairdo which Lady Gaga 
copied. 

Many other senior officers, already 
frightened off speaking up by Orde's 
experience, are staying silent. In 
public. 

In private they are remarkably 
united. One Chief Constable said: 
“The whole police commissioner 
thing is a joke. A rather bad joke, for 
it could have terrible consequences. 

“Most of us are keeping our heads 
down and getting on with the job. 
The cuts make it hard for us to 
deliver what we want to deliver to 
the public. At the same time there is 
a lot of pressure on us to privatise. 

“Again, that's a bit of a joke too. 
After the Olympics fiasco with G4S, 
some colleagues and their police 
authorities — like Surrey — are pulling 
back. But Theresa May is still gung 
ho in support of privatisation. It just 
doesn’t stack up." 

And interestingly the new policing 
minister Damian Green told 
prospective police commissioners in 
London that he wanted them to 


introduce more and more 
privatisation. 

He said: “Every pound saved 
means a pound saved to be used on 
the front line putting officers on the 
streets. 

“| want more officers to be out 
there getting on with the job of 
fighting crime — we all know they 
can't do it if they are bogged down 
with red tape and form filling.” 

First of all, who would you rather 
questioned your son or daughter if 
they were under suspicion: a police 
officer, or someone from G4S ... if 
they could actually find someone 
from G4S willing to turn up? 

And let's look at all those jobs 
available for swapping. Nearly 
7,000 frontline policing jobs have 
already gone since the last general 
election. Eight forces have already 
lost more than 10 per cent of 
frontline officers. 

Trades union officers Ben Priestly 
of Unison and Peter Allenson of 
Unite have been looking at 
privatisation and the police. 

They say: “Private companies 
running the police are accountable 
to shareholders, not local citizens. 
Commercial decisions will override 
community priorities. Citizens 
cannot complain to the Independent 
Police Complaints Commission 
about a private company in the 
same way they can about their 
police force. 

“None of the previous 
experiments with police privatisation 
has demonstrated value for money; 
in fact, no force has yet dared to 
release the performance data of its 
private contractors. Where is the 
evidence that the private sector can 
run policing more efficiently than 
police forces?” 

This government has a tendency 
to screw up its legislation, and the 
regulations governing the new 
police commissioners are part of the 
tendency. 

Candidates who may have had a 
minor offence as a teenager found 
themselves disbarred and a number 
have pulled out. Even magistrates 


Damian Green, Minister for Policing and Criminal 
Justice, thinks privatisation will save money. Trade 
union leaders say there is no evidence for that 


appeared to be disbarred until some 
nifty footwork allowed them to 
stand. 

And there is the strange anomaly 
of it being a sackable offence for a 
police officer to be a member of the 
BNP, but a BNP member can turn 
out to be the police's boss as a 
police commissioner. 

A low turnout in November's votes 
for commissioners will be a further 
embarrassment for the government 
who have been criticising some low- 
vote mandates for trades union 
strike action. Will they consider a 
turnout of say 30 per cent or 20 per 
cent to be invalid? 

Another problem for the 
government might be the single- 
minded force of a commissioner's 
arguments. The biggest move 
against a senior officer in recent 
years — pushing out lan Blair at 
Scotland Yard - was regarded by 
many as valid. A number of officers 
observed that by his serial 
blundering Blair undermined 
confidence in his force, and morale 
in the Met was certainly very, very 
low. 

His was the first modern-era scalp 
for being a poor chief. 
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This decisiveness might be a 
problem in other areas however. For 
example, when it comes to 
assistance, different forces currently 
contribute officers to support other 
forces when there is widespread 
public disorder. They also help out 
regionally with crackdowns on 
specific crimes. 

Now, a strong commissioner with 
an impressive mandate might be 
saying to the chief constable: “Stuff 
that. | want all our officers here, 
looking after our own people. This is 
a local force. If the home office 
wants a reserve force then let them 
recruit a reserve force.” 

Senior criminologist Marian 
FitzGerald said: “Anyone who has 
watched The Wire will know only 
too well the danger of electing 
commissioners with the power to 
hire and fire Chief Constables. They 
have seen the pressure such 
individuals can bring to bear as they 


Politically rejected for his opposition to police commissioners: 
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chase headlines which will boost 
their chances of re-election. 

“To this end they will not only 
override the best professional 
advice. In order to get some ‘quick 
wins’, they may even divert scarce 
police resources away from complex 
operations which, over the long 
term, could protect the public from 
serious harm." 

And the recent report on the 
Hillsborough disaster suggested that 
police officers conspired to present a 
phoney picture of what happened to 
get themselves off the hook, and 
used a local Sheffield MP to 
disseminate their lies. 

There is no guarantee that this 
could not happen again in the future 
but the Hillsborough cover-up does 
support the argument for an elected 
body monitoring the police, not a 
single individual. 

There are many serious disasters 
waiting to happen. Almost 


everything about the introduction of 
police commissioners has been inept, 
ill-judged, dangerous, unworkable 
and plainly wrong. 

Of course, it could all be put right 
eventually. With a new government. 
But in the meantime, by the end 
of November we will have a system 
where things are likely to go very, 

very badly. 

And throughout the country, 
millions will suffer from a diminished 
form of policing, which will make 
the vulnerable even more vulnerable 
and unprotected. 

For others, maybe youngsters 
coming into contact with the police 
for the first time, the people taking 
liberties with their liberty may not be 
ordinary bobbies at all, but 
amateurish makeweights in cut-rate 
jobs policing for profit. 

Maybe in the meantime what we 
need is Batman and Robin. But who 
will be The Joker? 


Sir Hugh Orde, president of the Association of Chief Police Officers 


By Gerry Gable 


INSIDERS say the bright spark behind the police 
commissioner idea is Gordon Wasserman. 

Recently made a Tory peer, Wasserman, 74, is a 
government adviser on policing and criminal justice. His 
influence however goes back to the Thatcher era when 
he was spotted by politicians as a “one of us" official in 
the Home Office. 

He was actually an economic adviser to the Home 
Office. Born in Canada, he was educated at McGill 
University in Montreal before moving to Oxford 
University on a Rhodes Scholarship. He joined the civil 
service and by 1973 had become the head of the Urban 
Deprivation Unit dealing with problems in Britain's inner 
cities. 

In 1981 Wasserman became Assistant Under Secretary 
of State and director of social policy in Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher's Cabinet. He later became the 
Assistant Under Secretary of State for Police Science and 
Technology. He took an interesting one-year sabbatical 
working for the National Council for the Advancement 
of Colored People's Legal Defense Fund in New York. 

After leaving the Home Office he returned to North 
America where he set up private companies to advise on 
technical and management structures for the Police 
Commissioners of New York City and Philadelphia, the 
Chiefs of Police of Miami and a number of other cities, 
the government of the United States (Department of 
Justice) and several other national governments. He 
developed a reputation as an expert in using science and 
technology in policing. 

It is highly likely that he introduced New York police 
boss Bill Bratton to the Home Office. Last year it 
emerged that Prime Minister David Cameron was keen 
on Bratton taking the top job in the Metropolitan Police 
Service. The move was opposed from all directions, but 
his name keeps popping up as one of those with an eye 
on the commercial opportunities resulting from the 
privatisation of the police and other parts criminal justice 
system being promoted by Home Secretary Theresa 
May. 

In July 2010 the government announced the abolition 
of the National Policing Improvement Agency, which 


a VWwasserman: 


Policing adviser Lord Wasserman Photo: Graham's Photography 


among other things ran major national police IT 
programmes. Last year Theresa May announced 

plans for a police IT company to assume responsibility 
for a range of IT-related functions and appointed 
Wasserman to chair a board to oversee its creation. The 
company, launched in July 2012, is currently jointly 
owned by the Association of Police Authorities and the 
Home Office but will be handed over to the police and 
crime commissioners following their election in 
November. 

Members of both government and opposition in 
parliament were shocked when remuneration of 
£500,000 a year was mentioned for the person who 
gets the job of heading the new company. When it was 
pointed out that this was more than three times the 
Prime Minister's salary, the weak response was that it 
included bonuses. 

Wasserman's performances in the policing debates in 
the Lords and in private meetings leave an impression of 
a bad tempered and slightly strange man. 
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By Sonia Gable 


ONE OF THE FOUNDERS of the English Defence League 
has raised the £5,000 deposit to stand for election as the 
police and crime commissioner for Bedfordshire. Kevin 
Carroll, who is backed by the tiny British Freedom party, of 
which he and his cousin Stephen Lennon are vice chairmen, 
is now trying to raise £2,500 to pay for his campaign 
leaflets, posters and a “giant billboard in a busy, strategic 
location”. 

Bedfordshire is one of 41 police areas in England and 
Wales that will hold an election for police commissioner on 
15 November. Only London will not: the Mayor of London 
and the City of London Corporation perform the equivalent 
role to the new commissioners. 

Concern has been expressed that the elections will attract 
a record low turnout, which could give victory to far-right 
candidates. In reality the elections will favour the two main 
parties who have the money to get their message out to 
voters. Unlike in other major elections, there will be no free 
delivery of election literature. Labour and the Conservatives 
might have enough activists to deliver leaflets, but others 
are faced with paying for postage, paying a delivery 
company, or relying on interested voters looking for 
information online. Interested voters in these elections will 
be few and far between. 

Carroll hopes his target £2,500 will pay for 100,000 A4 
leaflets, “enough for two thirds of all households in 
Bedfordshire". That may be near enough: according to Her 
Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary Bedfordshire is home 
to around 620,000 people. The question Carroll avoids is 
how they will be delivered. He and Lennon find it hard these 
days to drag their thuggish supporters out of the pubs and 
onto the streets for a potentially exciting march/fight. 
Delivering leaflets will bore them out of their tiny minds 
after five minutes. 

Could the BFP help? According to the party's 2011 
accounts, it had 449 members nationally. The party is 
strongest in southwest England and in this year's local 
elections fielded candidates only in Liverpool and Basildon. 
So it's unlikely there are many in Bedfordshire. 

lf they haven't got the activists to deliver 100,000 leaflets, 
and can't pay for it, one must wonder how serious Carroll's 
election bid is. 

His policies include “zero tolerance for extremist and 
terrorist activity in Bedfordshire" and for “anti-social 
behaviour that blights the lives of many Bedfordshire 
citizens". That's the EDL in trouble then. 

He also wants “strong measures to protect children from 
dangerous drivers”. In August he preferred: “No more 
police time wasted on manning speed traps”. According to 
the directgov public information website, speed is one of the 
main factors in fatal road accidents and in 2009, 4,187 
people were killed or seriously injured in crashes where 
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speed was a factor. Does Carroll know, or care? 

Carroll seems determined not to endear himself to 
Bedfordshire police, who like all forces outside London are 
independent of Scotland Yard. Otherwise why is his 
campaign website full of pictures of him standing outside 
the home of the Metropolitan Police Service in London? For 
Carroll's information, Bedfordshire Police headquarters is in 
Kempston. 

Election nominations close on 19 October. At the time of 
writing no British National Party candidates appear to have 
declared themselves. The party is undecided. In Manchester 
it will not contest the election because the “office of Police 
Commissioner serves only to politicise the Police service”, 
but on 29 September the BNP opened a “short sharp 
debate” on its website and Facebook to decide this “difficult 
choice", saying that the election process was “a fiddle” but 
“if we don't fight these rigged contests, the controlled 
media will crow that we've gone away”. 

To kick off the discussion the BNP summarised a few of 
the arguments for and against standing, such as (for) 
showing the BNP is still around, and (against) it costs too 
much. One consideration must surely be unique to the BNP: 
“some of our best people cannot stand" because of their 
criminal records. 

The UK Independence Party is standing in some areas, as 
is the English Democrats party, political home of several 
former BNP activists, which hopes to have at least four 
candidates and a few more if it can raise the deposits. Robin 
Tilbrook, the party leader, will contest Essex, and other likely 
candidates are Steve Uncles in Kent, Stephen Goldspink in 
Cambridgeshire and Paul Rimmer in Merseyside. Tilbrook 
does not expect to win but, as always, dreams of a repeat of 
the EDP’s success in the mayoral election in Doncaster. 
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Political views should not be criminalised 


By Sonia Gable 


FIVE MEN ARRESTED in dawn raids by counter-terrorism 
officers will not face charges for allegedly posting race hate 
material on social networking sites, the North-East Counter 
Terrorism Unit revealed last month. 

The five, two of whom were believed to be linked to the 
North East Infidels, a breakaway from the English Defence 
League, were held last April when dozens of plain-clothed 
and uniformed officers swooped on several addresses across 
the UK. Computers, laptops and mobile phones were seized 
by officers carrying out what an NECTU spokesman described 
as “a full and thorough investigation into posts made on 
social networking sites”. 

Contrast this with Michael Coleman, who received an 
eight-month suspended prison sentence at Stoke-on-Trent 
Crown Court on 28 September after being convicted of 
racially aggravated harassment for using the obnoxious word 
“darkies"” on his website and accusing Stoke-on-Trent council 
of “flooding this city with Muslims and blacks, a complete 
population replacement programme". 

Coleman, a former British National Party councillor, was 
prosecuted after a Labour councillor who found his posts 
“offensive and threatening" reported him to the police. 

As part of his sentence he will have to perform 240 hours 
of unpaid work and he is banned from standing for election 
for five years. So his conviction has a political outcome. 

The councillor who made the complaint said that the reason 
Coleman had to be prosecuted was because the views he 
expressed were “not acceptable to the overwhelming majority 
of local people”. That is probably true: racism is not 
acceptable to most people. 

But it is far more unacceptable for the state to decide what 
views may or may not be expressed on the internet or 
anywhere else, by criminalising those who express 
“unacceptable views”. Today a local BNP leader is convicted, 
another day it might be working class groups advocating 
direct action against austerity, environmental campaigners 
writing about those who destroy rainforests, or animal rights 
activists attacking vivisectionists. Insulting a religion is already 
risky, as one EDL supporter in South Shields will be able to 
ponder while serving his 12-month community order with 
supervision for sending offensive messages about Allah. 

Those who favour prosecution say the sort of language 
used by Coleman might incite others to racial harassment. 
Aside from the fact that until his prosecution hardly anyone 
read his blog, most of those who did already agreed with him, 
and anyone who didn't was never going to be influenced by 
his inane ranting. 

Coleman denied intending to harass anyone and said he 
will continue to post political articles on his blog so he may 
end up serving his prison sentence, a political prisoner. 

A tweet that used the words “Fenian bastards" by Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, quickly brought complaints and a 
demand for his European Parliament immunity from 
prosecution to be lifted. The Police Service of Northern Ireland 
was seeking to interview Griffin, according to the BNP 
website on 3 October. The BNP said Griffin's posting was 
“a response to a torrent of obscene and hostile posts from 


far-left Republican bigots angry at his tweeting photos from 
the Ulster Covenant Parade in Belfast” and was “directed 
specifically and directly at the individuals insulting the parade, 
him and his wife”. Griffin was not making a general 
statement about Catholics or the Irish, the BNP said. In fact 
Griffin has had long political associations with Catholics, in 
particular the Italian fascist Roberto Fiore and Derek Holland, 
with whom he formed the International Third Position. 

Not everyone in state structures is comfortable about 
prosecuting free speech. Last month Keir Starmer QC, the 
Director of Public Prosecutions, called for “an informed 
debate on the boundaries of free speech in an age of social 
media". Referring to Daniel Thomas, who posted a 
homophobic message on Twitter about the Olympic divers 
Tom Daley and Peter Waterfield, he wrote: “There is no 
doubt that the message posted by Mr Thomas was offensive 
and would be regarded as such by reasonable members of 
society. But the question for the CPS is not whether it was 
offensive, but whether it was so grossly offensive that criminal 
charges should be brought. The distinction is an important 
one and not easily made." 


Fundamental right to free speech 

In his view, “the CPS has the task of balancing the 
fundamental right of free speech and the need to prosecute 
serious wrongdoing on a case by case basis”. He added: 

“In some cases it is clear that a criminal prosecution is the 
appropriate response to conduct which is complained about, 
for example where there is a sustained campaign of 
harassment of an individual, where court orders are flouted 
or where grossly offensive or threatening remarks are made 
and maintained. But in many other cases a criminal 
prosecution will not be the appropriate response. If the 
fundamental right to free speech is to be respected, the 
threshold for criminal prosecution has to be a high one and 
a prosecution has to be required in the public interest." 

It is difficult to object to a criminal prosecution for a 
sustained campaign of harassment of an individual, or a 
specific contravention of race relations legislation. The issue 
is whether prosecution is ever justified for an expression of 
political views. The state and police are not antifascist and it 
is wrong to expect them to uphold antifascist values. 

Let us be clear: this is not about antifascists denying a 
platform to fascists and racists. Fascists have no place speaking 
at universities, Conway Hall or anywhere else, debating with 
fascists is a sterile exercise that only gives them publicity. But 
just as we do not call for state bans on fascist demonstrations, 
but support antifascist protests, we likewise do not call for 
state repression of free speech, but support no platform. 

If people such as Michael Coleman are prosecuted for 
expressing their views because they offend a majority of 
people, in what way is Britain different from Russia where 
the members of Pussy Riot were imprisoned on claimed 
similar grounds, convictions that were widely condemned in 
the West? We should not let our opposition to fascism and 
racism blind us to the dangers of increasing the powers and 
scope of an authoritarian state. 
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By Dr Paul Jackson 


Last month, along with Haroon Khalil from Brighton 
and Hove Council and Laura Pidcock from Show 
Racism the Red Card, | launched a new initiative, 
based at the University of Northampton: Far Right 
Forum. You can find this ‘newsletter’ hosted on the 
Searchlight webpages, as well as the website for my 
research group www.radicalism-new-media.org — and 
hopefully soon on a number of other websites too. On 
first inspection, this may look like a competitor to a 
magazine like Searchlight. It contains a variety of 
articles on the contemporary far right in Britain and 
internationally, but unlike, say, Searchlight it is free 
too. So what's the point of this initiative? 

Well, unlike a specialist, anti-fascist magazine, Far 
Right Forum is designed to offer a ‘neutral space’ for 
debate from a wider range of contributors, one where 
a much wider range of voices can share thoughts, 
ideas and especially experiences of best practice — and 
with minimal editorial limitations. All that is required 
from contributions is an engagement with the theme 
of tackling the far right, and something interesting to 
say. Articles may be as short as 300 words, or extend 
to a couple of thousand words in length. Finally, 
especially as it develops via bi-annual issues, it will not 
be primarily authored by academics, or expert 
investigative journalists, but rather will be written by 
those who experience the far right in their workplace, 
their voluntary work, or in their local environment. 

Indeed, the point is to give a voice to a wide array of 
people, including state-based and charity-based 
practitioners, local councillors, teachers, volunteers, 
concerned private citizens, and anyone else who has a 
point of view, to talk freely about the far right. It will 
not have a consistent message, or an editorial line, but 
will be a clearing house for diverse observations and 
comment. 

In Britain, we have a wide range of people who by 
profession or via volunteer work come into contact 
with the far right, and the wider issues it raises. Yet 
often there is no easy way for such people to share 
themes of best practice, or discuss more widely local 
issues related to the far right that affect a particular 
area. Problematically, many practitioners live in the 
‘bubbles’ of their immediate surroundings and those 
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of their institutions, yet Far Right Forum hopes to 
expand such horizons. 


The value of practitioners’ experiences 

This drive to hear more from practitioners, and less 
from familiar campaigning journalists and academic 
experts, is why | invited two such Far Right Forum 
contributors to launch the project with me. Laura 
Pidcock has contributed to the first issue, and in her 
article she talks of the important work carried out by 
Show Racism the Red Card. Laura's discussion is quite 
short, just 500 words, but she sharply explains the 
essence of the method of tackling racism developed by 
Show Racism the Red Card. 

In particular, here she stresses the importance of 
teaching via ‘safe spaces’ - environments where 
participants are not going to be condemned for 
holding racist views — when tackling racism among 
young people. As she pithily put it at the launch, in 
such ‘safe spaces’ many kids she encounters are happy 
to admit that they believe that all Muslims are 
members of Al Qaeda. However, when she then asks 
them what Al Qaeda is, it turns out that they have 
absolutely no idea. So once the prejudice has been 
found wanting, Laura and others at Show Racism the 
Red Card can continue the workshop session, 
essentially exchanging received prejudices for facts 
and reason. However, without a ‘safe space’ to 
challenge racist views, one where children feel free to 
say what they truly think, she could not tackle 
prejudices that often grow into support for a 
movement such as the English Defence League. 

On a different note, Haroon Khalil will be 
contributing to the second edition of Far Right Forum 
- which will be coming out early next year, ahead of 
the local elections. Haroon explained that a range of 
localised, EDL-related organisations has affected 
Brighton in recent years. In particular, March for 
England and the English National Alliance have been 
an issue locally, groups which have mounted 
demonstrations in the city since 2009. 

Haroon argues that Brighton is affected by national 
issues, but has local concerns too. For example, 
Brighton has a particular identity as a liberal city, 
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which has given the local responses a particular 
complexion. Moreover, he can document how many 
of those who attend these far right demonstrations are 
not residents of Brighton. Haroon is currently writing a 
lengthy article for the next edition of Far Right Forum, 
to share his detailed knowledge of recent Brighton and 
Hove experiences, and commenting and reflecting on 
the responses developed by Sussex's local authorities. 
We need to know more about other localities too. 


Launched at the University of Northampton 
We launched this free to disseminate newsletter at an 
international conference on the far right, held again at 
the University of Northampton in mid September. This 
event had two aims. One was to explore the history of 
the UK and American neo-Nazi and far right 
organisations. The other was to bring together a wide 
range of academic and non-academic voices talking 
about the history and contemporary dynamics of the 
far right. 

Guest speakers included major academic figures, 
such as Professor Leonard Weinberg and Dr Martin 
Durham, US experts such as Searchlight regular 
Leonard Zeskind, as well as Mark Potok and Ryan 
Lenz from the Southern Poverty Law Center. 
Moreover, we included presentations from 
practitioners such as William Baldet of 
Northamptonshire Police, and Anjona Roy from 
Northamptonshire Rights and Equality Council. These 
are important voices to hear in such debates too. Our 
audience was equally diverse, featuring both 
academics and a wide range of engaged voices from 
outside the university environment. 

What came through in the question and answer 
discussions, as well as the informal chats in coffee 
breaks, were a number of issues that | hope future 
editions of Far Right Forum can explore by bringing 
together in one place a wide range of ideas, 
observations and thoughts on best practice for 
tackling the far right. 


The need to work closely and collegially to 
tackle the far right 

By assembling a wide array of parties engaged in 
tackling the far right in one room, the first thing 
that came out was the tensions that existed 
between them. We all seemed to agree that 
contemporary society would be better were the far 
right to somehow shrink, but how this can be 
achieved remains complex. Moreover, a key concern 
here was resolving tensions inevitably raised by the 
limitations different, engaged organisations, in 
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particular the issue of sending out mixed messages. 

To take an example, whatever their private opinions, 
policing voices stressed their professional duty is to 
facilitate lawful protests by the English Defence 
League. From a number of voices, we learned more 
about police concern that, when EDL demos are met 
with counter-demonstrations, the situation can 
escalate — creating an ever-larger policing problem. 
Well-meaning calls from the police have often 
intended to send out a message asking people to resist 
counter-demonstrations, thus keeping the EDL's 
disruption to a minimum. Yet though this has a logic 
to it, in practice it often sends out a different, and 
rather blunt, message to those who oppose the EDL 
that essentially says: the racists can do as they like, 
and you must stay at home; the racists can have free 
speech, but you can't. We learned that this is often 
not what the police want to say, but can be how their 
guidance to keep away from EDL demos is often 
interpreted. 

Another boundary comes with an organisation such 
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as Demos, a think-tank that has become very engaged 
with the issue of the far right in recent times. Jonathan 
Birdwell of Demos gave a clear and comprehensive 
presentation on the current research by the think-tank, 
but also talked about the limits of his organisation. 

For him, Demos's research contains little guidance on 
what it is ultimately for, but he nevertheless stressed 
that it is being made freely available online, in part in 
the hope that practitioners and others would be able 
to use it to their own ends. So perhaps akin to 
academics, while an organisation like Demos can 
create the knowledge, it does not have all the answers 
when using this in real-world situations. Many 
delegates agreed that the more we could do to 
connect such researchers with the front-line issues of 
tackling the far right the better. 

| could go on, but the point is that by assembling 
different voices in a single venue, we discovered that 
there are many such boundaries between different, 
interested parties. My own thought is that if local 
authorities, journalists, police, academics and 
researchers, and volunteers can be brought together 
more, work in closer harmony, and more collegially 
too, we can minimise confusion and hostility, and thus 
better coordinate our efforts, and limited resources, to 
tackle issues raised by far right support — the core 


White Power music: scenes of 


issue we all agreed on. 


Mental health and vulnerabilities 

Another issue that came to the fore when discussing 
far right violence in particular was the question of 
madness or sanity. The theme of mental health 
vulnerabilities feeding into more problematic cases of 
current far right supporters was developed by some 
practitioners, while others were suspicious of attempts 
to ‘excuse’ the far right by writing off its more 
extreme followers as mad. 

Again, | think this is an issue that needs to be 
nuanced, and there is no simple answer. The case of 
Breivik is a clear example of the tension. There is no 
question that there were some mental health issues 
with Breivik. However, at his trial he was rightly not 
ultimately deemed to be crazy. More widely, much 
more research needs to be carried out on this theme - 
that is scholarly research by academic psychologists, 
not guesswork by opinion formers. So, through 
dialogue between academics and researchers, we 
identified what seems to be an under-explored area. 

Nevertheless, anecdotal evidence of a linkup 
between mental health issues and far right support 
suggests that some of those vulnerable to far right 
activity are perhaps more likely to come into contact 


extreme-right cultural resistance 
The second volume in the Mapping the Far-Right book series 
WHITE POWER MUSIC 


SCENES OF EXTREME-RIGHT 
CULTURAL RESISTANCE 


Written by established and emerging researchers on the far right, this 
volume presents new analysis of the shifting phenomenon of White 
Power music. It offers a timely overview of how White Power music 
helps preserve ultranationalist and racist narratives, recruit young 
people to the extreme-right political cause, and eventually 
encourages violence against the alleged ‘enemies’ and ‘traitors’ of 
the ‘White Race’. 


To map this diverse culture, the volume focuses on national case 
studies ranging from the West to the East, as well as discussing 


particular topics such as the role of women in White Power music, 
censorship and the legacy of the late lan Stuart Donaldson, founder 
of the Blood and Honour promotion network and a major figure in 
the extreme-right music scene. 

You can order online at www.searchlightmagazine.com 

or by post, including cheque payable to Searchlight, 

from: Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 OHE 


Editors: Anton Shekhovtsov and Paul Jackson 


Book series: Mapping the Far Right 


Available from Searchlight at 
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In 2012 the Radicalism and New Media Research Group created a training 
package for Portsmouth Council called Far Right Aware — some slides from 
this are reproduced below. It is a bespoke ‘train the trainer’ tool that can be 
delivered to a wide range of employees, from teachers to social workers, who 
encounter the far right in their daily work. The package is one of a number of 
bespoke products that the research group is well placed to create. Here is a 
description of the origins of the package created for Portsmouth Council to be 
delivered by Hate Crime Caseworkers, such as Charlie Pericleous. We would 
be delighted to work with other councils to create similar, bespoke materials: 


The Safer Portsmouth Partnership, which 
includes Portsmouth City Council and 
Hampshire Constabulary, work closely to 
identify and support vulnerable people who 
may be at risk of radicalisation. The 
government's Preventing Violent Extremism 
now addresses all forms of extremism, 


Violent Extremism Programme, in 2009 
Portsmouth City Council organised a large 
seminar, ‘Extreme Voices’, which was an 
extremely successful and well-attended 
event. The seminar explored the themes of 
both right wing extremism and the ‘Al Qaeda 
Narrative’. Dr Paul Jackson from the 
University of Northampton provided an 
engaging overview of the current themes 
surrounding the far right 
Subsequent to this event 
Portsmouth City Council received a number 
of requests to provide training to increase 
awareness of the far right, and so we felt that 
Dr Paul Jackson and the University of 
Northampton were well equipped in terms of 
experience and knowledge to develop this 
training on our behalf. This led to Dr Jackson 
creating the training package Far Right 
Aware, which members of The Safer 
Portsmouth Partnership are now delivering to 
raise awareness in the locality of far right 
issue. We will be using this resource for the 
next three years as a way to develop our 
response to the far right in the local area 
Charlie Pericleous, Hate Crime Caseworker 
at Portsmouth City Council 


Extreme Right Wing: Terrorist Violence 


David Copeland: Organizer for Hampshire branch of 
the neo-Nazi National Socialist Movement 


I'd just be the spark, that’ s all | 


including the far right and we have 
recognised the importance of this 

The Prevent Strategy now contains 
three objectives, these are: (a) to respond to 
the ideological challenge of terrorism and the 
threat from those who promote it; (b) to 
prevent people from being drawn into 
terrorism and ensure that they are given 
appropriate advice and support; (c) to work 
with sectors and institutions where there are 
risks of radicalisation that we need to 
address 

Through community engagement 
and liaison with key local stakeholders, such 
as Portsmouth University, as well as 
education establishments and youth 
services, we seek to instil confidence in 
reporting concerns, and also provide training 
to increase awareness of far right issues. 

To this end, as part of the Preventing 


The Protests At Jami Mosque, 2010 
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country, ‘Cos every nutter out 
there now, if he wants to get on 
the news, he s gonna have to 
blow something up my aim 
was political, It was to cause 3 
racial war in this country 
There’ d be a backlash from the 
ethnic communities, then the 
white people would go out and 
vote BNP. Do you know what | 
mean? It's obvious. 


DISCUSSION: 
i, * Why is this use of the poppy 
« symbol offensive? And to who? 


Ttote > What local tensions can we 
see in this incident? 


One of the articles in the first issue of Far Right Forum 


with state institutions, as a result of psychological 
issues. If so, this raises the question of whether, and in 
what ways, this potential interface may be used to 
help draw people away from the far right. So again, 
debating best practice around this issue needs to be 
informed by both academic research and practitioner 
experience. 


Building resilient communities 

A final issue raised especially by audience members 
working in local authorities was one of building up a 
sense of community in ‘hard to reach’ areas of their 
localities, regions that they feel are becoming 
vulnerable to the far right. Yet as far right issues 
become more emphasised in Prevent Strategy work, 
such practitioners are turning to techniques they 


developed by engaging Muslim communities, but face 
new challenges in the process. 

For example, ‘hard to reach’ areas susceptible to the 
far right do not have the infrastructure of, say, a 
mosque to act as a vehicle for building trust in the 
community. This raises the question: what is the best 
way to connect with fragmented societies? Moreover, 
such practitioners feel they lack a compelling counter- 
narrative that can attract people away from more 
extreme perspectives. So again, what stories act best 
to counter a turn to far right positions among young 
people? 

These are complex and sensitive issues, ones that 
neither academics nor campaigning journalists have all 
the answers to. Talking with passionate and 
experienced people from a wider range of professions, 
it seems crucial that we create more ‘neutral spaces’ 
where the successes, and failures, of tackling the far 
right can be discussed. Such arenas can be a valuable 
resource for those looking to build community 
resilience to the far right. 


Conclusions 

So these are some of the themes and issues we 
encountered on the day we launched Far Right Forum. 
Clearly, there is a lot to discuss, and far right issues are 
not going to go away. As conference participants, we 
were also quite unclear on who in central government 
views themselves ultimately ‘responsible’ for the far 
right, but sincerely hope that this issue can be 
developed more forcefully and keenly by the current 
administration. Not least, in order to empower with 
resource and policy support those state-based 
practitioners who look around their locality and see a 
wide range of issues that feed into far right support. 

Indeed, such figures are our eyes and ears on 
contemporary problems, and | hope that Far Right 
Forum can help foster debate among all interested 
parties. So, if you work in such areas, and want to 
contribute to the next issue and share observations, 
ideas or best practice, please do contact me at 
paul.jackson@northampton.ac.uk. 

Finally, if you have a mailing list you want to send 
Far Right Forum to, please feel free to do so. If you 
have a website that you think should host Far Right 
Forum, don't ask for permission to do so — just host it. 
We are relying on word of mouth to disseminate Far 
Right Forum. Academics and specialist journalists need 
to contribute to these debates, but so do a much 
wider range of professionals and engaged parties. To 
find out more, go to www.radicalism-new-media.org. 
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By Gerry Gable 


WE HAVE REPORTED regularly on these pages on the 
meetings of the New Right Group, lona London Forum, 
the British National Party in south London and meetings 
between activists from across the far right who are trying 
to work towards an element of unity in the capital. 

Unlike others who are fixated by the seamy side of the 
far right displayed for all to see on the hundreds of far- 
right Facebook pages, blogs and Twitter feeds, on which 
many of the postings come from fantasists or are 
disinformation peddled deliberately, Searchlight continues 
what it has done since 1964: gathering intelligence from 
“live sources” and making the best analysis we can based 
on our long experience. 

Sometimes we do not try to prevent these meetings 
as they are held in private, the far-right participants are 
just talking to each other rather than the public, and we 
can gain valuable intelligence from them. But in recent 
months with signs of growth at some of these meetings 
and the appearance of a more experienced class of Nazis, 
fascists, racists and Jew-haters, we thought we would 
give this vile pot a stir. Disruption is sometimes no 
bad thing. 

This year, under the chairmanship of Chris Roberts, a 
former BNP parliamentary candidate who with his brother 
Barry took a serious legal kicking when he tried to sue 
Searchlight for libel, meetings have taken place at the 
Old King's Head in Kings Head Yard off Borough High 
Street in south London. 

One meeting there in May, which we reported at the 
time, was well attended by a range of characters from 
across London and the Home Counties. In a nutshell 
the idea was that everybody would place their political 
weight behind Andrew Brons, the dissident BNP MEP for 
Yorkshire and The Humber, in the hope that he would 
finally split from the party and set up a new organisation 
led by him and an advisory council. To date Brons has 
remained indecisive though that may be about to change. 

Roberts has been trying to bring everyone together in 
some form of united London nationalist formation to rally 
together supporters of the existing failing organisations 
until Brons or some other senior fascist could take up 
the reins of national leadership. However the disparate 
elements who attended his latest meeting could not 
even agree on a name for such an outfit. 

That the BNP and National Front in London are failing is 
indisputable. On 5 July the BNP polled just 23 votes (1.1%) 
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in a Kingston upon Thames council by-election. As for the 
NF, in the London Assembly elections in May, the party's 
usual suspects — Tess Culnane, lan Edwards and Richard 
Edmonds — took 1.4% or less of the vote in the three 
constituencies they contested and the party gained just 
0.4% in the London-wide poll. The BNP managed 2.1% 
London-wide, worse even than the 2.8% it took in 2000, 
well before its run of council election successes from 2002 
onwards. Both parties cannot get more than a handful of 
supporters out to leaflet and canvass. 

The BNP used to have a strong operation in southwest 
London supported by activists from Croydon, which for 
decades had the largest NF and later BNP branch in the 
capital. Financed by Barry Wilkes, a businessman with a 
successful scaffolding company, the Wandsworth and 
Merton BNP group two years ago could pull in well over 
100 activists for meetings and on the odd occasion over 
200 for social events. 

It was at one of these meetings that Steve Squire, 
now the BNP London regional organiser, presented 
himself to activists at the start of his bid to rise in the 
party hierarchy. There followed some large donations 
that many believed came from the profits from his Soho 
porn shop, which funded this year's disastrous BNP 
London election campaign. Squire headed the party's list 
for the London Assembly but, unlike Richard Barnbrook 
four years previously, failed to get elected. 

More recently southwest London BNP met in the 
upmarket North Cheam Sports and Social Club where 
Wilkes picked up the tab for a very small 21-strong 
audience who had to suffer a rant from Carlos Cortiglia, 
the BNP’s candidate in this year's election for London 
mayor. Neither Wilkes nor Squires was present. 

Equally small was the meeting of Troy Southgate's 
New Right group on 4 August at the Freemasons Arms 
in Covent Garden, with 22 people present including 
the speakers. Peter Rushton of the England First Party 
chaired it and the main speaker was Dr James Thring, 
the anti-Jewish Arabist who also frequents some left and 
pro-Palestine groups posing as a peace activist. A great 
friend of the Iranian regime, he made his fortune by doing 
business with despotic rulers across the Middle East. 

He was followed by the ultra right’s own head-banging 
pagan, a man known as Wulf, and the fat man of British 
Nazism, Martin Webster, who can hardly get through any 
of these allegedly fraternal gatherings without losing his 


a more accurate location. 

The National Culturists have links in 
Scandinavia, the USA and Russia, 
including with Alexander Dugin, a former 
_ member of the Russian Parliament, the 
~ Duma, who is now a professor at 
_| Moscow University. A one-time speaker 
_ for the New Right in London, Dugin is 
_ expected to make a return visit soon. 

Another venue used by lona is the 
London Paddington Hilton. That was 
over-anxious for his keynote speaker. where Gunter Deckert, the convicted 

The most recent lona London Forum Nazi criminal and an important figure 
meeting, a rival group to the New Right, the old King's Head off Borough High Street, in the hardline wing of the German 
was held at the Hercules Pillars in Long _where fascists urged Andrew Brons to forma National Democratic Party (NPD), 

Acre on 1 September. The meeting was "*W Patty spoke to the group on 19 May. 

graced with the presence of the Jew- The NF may be very small but has 
hating academic Dr Alexander Jacobs, been going longer than any other 
who claims to be an expert on religion, far-right group in Britain. On 14 July it 
but most of the 50 attendees thought celebrated its 45th anniversary at the 
that if he could be bottled he would be Prince of Wales pub in Mottingham, 

a perfect cure for insomnia. _ south London. 

lona's organiser Jez Bedford-Turner The next major far-right event in 
gave a young lad called Emmerson Collier London is a joint conference organised by 
a chance to make his first public speech. the Quarterly Review and the Traditional 
In August Collier had been appointed Britain Group on 20 October entitled 
Director of Communications of the “Another Country — is there a future for 
National Culturists, a new group that Tradition?” The all-day conference will 
organises among students, mainly at take place at a central London venue. 
Liverpool University, and describes itself The Quarterly Review is edited by 
as anti-egalitarian and socially Derek Turner the well known Irish 
conservative. Nazi and former editor of Right Now 

The group was founded in spring magazine. The Traditional Britain Group, 
2012 by Jack Buckby, a personal which we examined in the May 2012 
favourite of Nick Griffin, the BNP leader. issue of Searchlight, is an ultra-right 
He and his ally Craig Cooke of the tiny Conservative group that holds meetings 
far-right British Freedom Party were run addressed by a variety of far-right 
off Liverpool University campus when luminaries. The link-up between these 
they tried to distribute leaflets during the two organisations is an interesting 


temper. This time the object of his 
attempted bullying was 
Lady Michéle Renouf. 

The previous New Right meeting on 
3 June was addressed by the renegade 
British Jew Avraham Cohen, a great 
friend of the Iranian regime and various 
US Jew baiters. That one was held at the 
St George's Tavern close to Victoria 
Station. The pub is usually only used as 
a fallback venue when Southgate is 


The North Cheam Sports and Social Club, 
unlikely venue for southwest London BNP 


freshers’ fair last month, despite being meeting of minds. 

minded by a Readers may wish to make their feelings known to the 

burly skinhead sporting an Infidels badge. establishments mentioned in this article, politely of course. 
Collier tries to make out that he is also a student at Publicans and breweries surely do not wish to lose trade 


Liverpool University, but we think the Midlands might be by having these dangerous people on their premises. 


The Freemasons Arms in Covent Garden, which hosted Troy Southgate's The Hercules Pillars in Holborn, where the lona London Forum last met 


New Right Group meeting 
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By Sonia Gable 


ANTIFASCISTS ARE PREPARING to repeat their rout of 
the English Defence League in Waltham Forest, after 
the fascist gluttons for punishment vowed to return to 
the northeast London borough on 27 October. 

The community antifascist group We Are Waltham 
Forest, which is supported by local trade unions and 
Waltham Forest Trades Council, and Unite Against 
Fascism have called a national demonstration against 
the EDL thugs’ plans to march and show the incendiary 
anti-Muslim film Innocence of Muslims at their rally. 

On 1 September the EDL managed to turn out fewer 
than 200 supporters against over 3,000 antifascists, 
including trade unionists from the FBU, RMT, Unison, 
NUT and Unite, Searchlight and representatives of 
several faith groups, who showed the EDL that these 
were our streets in our town. 

After marching from Walthamstow town centre, 
the antifascists stood their ground at the Bell Corner 
junction on Forest Road, blocking the EDL's intended 
route from Blackhorse Road station to the pavement 
outside Waltham Forest magistrates’ court. 

Bombarded by antifascists with smoke bombs and 
missiles just up the road from Bell Corner, the EDL, 
who had earlier tanked themselves up at King’s Cross, 
were forced to shuffle through back streets with a 
heavy police guard to their rally venue where their 
cowardly leaders were waiting. Unfortunately for 
them antifascists had occupied the pavement, leaving 
Stephen Lennon and Kev Carroll to abandon their 


Protesters occupy the strategic Bell Corner junction 
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Stella Creasy, MP for Walthamstow, speaks at a rally before the march aie 
Photo: Nick Ullmann 


pitch and make their way to the side road where their 
troops had been halted. 
At Bell Corner antifascists celebrated their victory and 
heard speakers including Searchlight editor Gerry Gable. 
Speakers at a rally before the march included trade 
unionists, faith group representatives, the local MP 
Stella Creasy, Weyman Bennett of UAF, Father Saxby, 
London Assembly member Jennette Arnold and Jean 
Lambert, the Green Party MEP for London, who told 
the crowd: “When the EDL are on the streets we have 
to be there as well”. 

Bennett said: “The council leader said the best thing 
to do is to ignore them. That's a mistake. Every time 


Photos: Sonia Gable 


Despite heavy policy protection, 
and bombarded with smoke bombs and missiles 
Photo: Sonia Gable 


they are ignored they grow stronger. “Whose streets 
are these?" he asked the crowd, who answered: 
“Our streets!" and went on to prove it. 

The events of 1 September showed that if there are 
enough antifascists who are determined to stop the 
EDL we can do it. Unlike in Luton in May, where the 
antifascists agreed to a route far away from the EDL, 
leaving the EDL to hold their own march unhindered, 
in Walthamstow antifascists occupied strategic points 
on the EDL route and its intended rally venue in such 
large numbers that the police, out in force with riot 
squad officers, large numbers of vehicles and a 


Not a pretty sight: some of the EDL's unwholesome specimens 


marchers are pushed against a row of shops 


Photo: Sonia Gable 


commandeered Iceland lorry, were unwilling to try 
to force them out of the way to let the EDL pass. 

After the debacle the EDL leaders came under fire 
from their own supporters. They hope their second 
visit to what is one of Britain's most diverse areas will 
restore their reputation. Antifascists will make sure 
they are once again sent packing with their tails 
between their legs. Keep checking 
www.searchlightmagazine.com for details of 
antifascist activities in Walthamstow in the run-up to 
and on 27 October, as well as in Norwich where the 
EDL now plan to hold a rally on 10 November. 


Photos: D. phne Liddle 
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Investigation | nvestigation 


By Sonia Gable 


THE FAR-RIGHT CAMPAIGN group 
Britain First, one of the breakaway 
groups from the British National Party, 
has become a “fully fledged political 
party”, its deputy chairman Andy 
McBride announced on 18 September. 
It joins a crowded field. 

As well as the British National Party, 
voters may be faced with candidates 
from the National Front, British 
Freedom Party, British People's Party, 
English Democrats, Democratic 
Nationalists, Britannica Party and the 
National Liberal Party — The Third 
Way, which really only exists in the 
London Borough of Havering. There 
are one or two others that are more or 
less dormant. 

But not the England First Party, run 
by Mark Cotterill, which voluntarily 
deregistered on 14 June 2012 after its 
treasurer Robert lan Hague died at the 
end of 2011. In a letter to the 
Electoral Commission dated 22 March 
2012, Cotterill wrote: “Now that 
Robert lan Hague is dead | know [sic] 
longer with [sic] to carry on running 
the England First Party, so | will be 
submitting form RP9 to deregister the 
party shortly”. Which he did. 

Nevertheless the EFP’s website 


Non-party leader Mark Cotterill 
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continues to be updated, its magazine 
Heritage and Destiny has recently 
gone from quarterly to bi-monthly 
and this month the EFP is hosting the 
annual memorial meeting for John 
Tyndall, the founder and former leader 
of the BNP who died in July 2005. 
Supporters could be forgiven some 
confusion, not dispelled by Cotterill's 
statement in July that the EFP “has 
not thrown in the towel and folded" 
but deregistered because of a lack of 
interest by members in standing in 
elections. In fact in May, Cotterill was 
the only EFP council candidate in the 
whole country, a fact he bemoaned. 

Those members who want to stand 
in elections can stand for the 
Democratic Nationalists, continued 
Cotterill, without explaining why, if 
they are interchangeable in elections, 
the two organisations remain 
separate. A clue might be found in his 
statement that the EFP “still support 
the unity of as many of the small 
racial-nationalist groups and parties as 
possible" under the leadership of 
Andrew Brons, the dissident BNP MEP, 
or “somebody else with a similar 
racial-nationalist CV". A union of two 
is presumably not enough. 

Britain First registered a political 
party, the National People's Party, 
back in November 2011 and the new 
party is just the NPP renamed. Its 
chairman is Paul Golding, the former 
BNP councillor in Sevenoaks, Kent. Its 
nominating officer (the man who must 
approve all election candidates) and 
chairman for Wales is Kevin Edwards. 
Andy McBride takes three roles: 
treasurer, deputy national chairman 
and chairman for England. Hopefully 
his day job is not too onerous. Gary 
Raikes is Scotland chairman and Jim 
Dowson is the administration 
manager. 

All are former prominent BNP 
activists, though Dowson has said that 
he never actually joined the BNP, 
despite carrying out a similar role for 


Jim Dowson, Britain First administration manager and 
maybe fundraiser for the English Democrats 


that party as he does now for Britain 
First. His present job includes running 
Britain First's call centre, though not 
very well. When | phoned the party's 
number and tried the five options on 
its recorded message menu, each one 
produced the message that no one 
was available to take my call, after 
which the call was cut off. No means 
was offered for leaving a message to 
ring back, even for callers wishing to 
make a donation. 

The party's website has not caught 
up with the change of status from 
“campaign group” to fully fledged 
party. A page explaining why it is 
more effective to be a campaign 
group than a party states: “Remember 
the famous saying: ‘If voting changed 
anything it would be illegal’." The 
new party will fight elections, so 
presumably will encourage people to 
vote. The announcement of 18 
September promised: “All branch 
leaders, activists and members can 
now stand in elections as Britain First 
candidates". We don't hold our breath 
for results better than those recently 
achieved by the BNP and its other far- 


right rivals, such as the 27 votes 
(2.5%) the BNP polled in a Stoke-on- 
Trent council by-election on 26 July. 

Golding and co changed their minds 
about becoming a party after an 
opinion poll on their website produced 
79% in favour. There were 765 votes. 
Website polls are notoriously 
unreliable, but for a group such as 
Britain First, as good a way of making 
policy as any. 

Indeed the earlier launch of the 
National People's Party followed a 
survey in which a majority selected the 
name from a shortlist of 15, according 
to the far-right British Resistance 
website on 16 November 2011, which 
told its readers to forget “the 
miniscule other parties that preach 
‘civic’ and ‘cultural’ nationalism" 
because they were “going nowhere", 
and claimed Britain First was “the only 
properly organised resistance to the 
New World Order". 

For the information of the Britain 
First leaders who probably don't know 
it, the quote about voting, more 
accurately, “If voting changed 
anything they'd make it illegal", is 
from Emma Goldman, the Lithuanian- 
born American, and later British, 
anarchist activist, writer and lecturer, 
who was resolutely antifascist as well 
as opposed to all state structures. 

Dowson raised hundreds of 
thousands of pounds for the BNP until 
he parted company acrimoniously 
with Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, in 
autumn 2010, leaving it with huge 
debts and accounts that the auditors 
were unable to confirm were a “true 
and fair view" of the party's financial 
state. After Dowson, a man with 
criminal convictions who had 
previously raised a lot of money for a 
militant anti-abortion campaign, first 
linked up with the BNP, he took over 
the bulk of its assets and operation, 
including leases for party offices and 
the Belfast call centre opened before 
the 2009 European election. So much 
so that | described him as the man 
who owned the BNP. Although many 
BNP members complained about the 
constant “begging letters", they 
worked. 

The problem was that faster than 
Dowson brought in the money, Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, spent it — on 
long drawn out and inept legal battles, 
unfairly dismissing employees and 


deliberately provoking Unilever by 
using a Marmite image in a party 
election broadcast. It is only after 
massive cuts in party expenditure, 
mainly on staff, and a fortuitous death 
of a BNP supporter who left a 
property to the party said to be worth 
more than half a million pounds that 
the BNP has turned around its 
financial fortunes. 

Britain First has not so far had to 
publish any accounts. But Dowson's 
reputation as a successful fundraiser 
persists. Hope Not Hate reported on 
28 September that he had “decided to 
throw his not inconsiderable dubious 
marketing talents behind the English 
Democrats ... Dowson's decision 
should help both raise the English 
Democrats coffers and Griffin's blood 
pressure.” 

Robin Tilbrook, the chairman of the 
English Democrats, neither confirmed 
nor denied this story, saying that if 
true, the information would be 
“commercially sensitive”, if not true, it 
was a useful rumour especially if it 
worried Griffin. 

| am inclined to think it is not true 
and that Hope Not Hate is trying to 
scare Griffin. That's a valid aim but it 
does make it difficult to assess the 
truth of the allegation, especially as 
Hope Not Hate supplied no evidence 
or source. Britain First is currently 
running three campaigns, one of 
which is “Scotland says no”. It 
believes in preserving the UK as it is. 


The English Democrats want an 
English Parliament within a federal 
UK. The primacy of Britain or England 
is a key difference between the two 
parties and not one that Dowson 
could easily transcend. 

Another Britain First campaign is for 
the immediate withdrawal of British 
soldiers from Afghanistan, which is 
also a major theme for the BNP. The 
third, probably most defining, Britain 
First campaign centres around 
“Muslim grooming", also a prime BNP 
campaigning issue. In August Britain 
First published an eight-page online 
pamphlet entitled Muslim Grooming: 
Britain's Secret Shame, which bore a 
distinct similarity to the BNP’s 12-page 
pamphlet published in November 
2008 entitled Racism Cuts Both Ways. 
Dowson was trying to raise enough 
money to have it printed and sent to 
elected representatives, the media and 
Muslim community leaders, just like 
for the BNP’s Racism Cuts Both Ways 
campaign. 

Britain First is thoroughly 
Islamophobic and racist: no surprise 
considering its leaders left the BNP not 
because of any policy differences but 
because of Griffin's autocratic 
leadership and administrative 
incompetence. We can safely predict, 
to the disappointment of the disparate 
racists and fascists who write on 
British Resistance, that like its other 
minuscule far-right rivals, it is going 


nowhere. 


SSS 


Former BNP councillor, communications director and "truth truck" driver Paul Golding, now chairman of Britain First 
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Home news 


Derek Jameson: newspaper 
journalist, broadcaster, antifascist 


1929-2012 


By Gerry Gable 


IT IS WITH SADNESS and respect that we mark the passing 
of Derek Jameson on 12 September 2012. Jameson, who 
edited three national newspapers and was a popular radio 
and television presenter, also had a connection with 
Searchlight. 

After the death of Maurice Ludmer, one of the greatest 
editors Searchlight ever had, we looked for another way to 
mark his passing. There had been memorial meetings in 
London and his home city of Birmingham and tributes from 
hundreds of our readers, including many leading trade 
unionists. 

We asked Dan Jones, an artist whose links to the fight 
against fascism were as solid as you could get, to design an 
award in glass to be presented to a journalist who had make 
an outstanding contribution to antifascism. 

Dan's father, Elwyn Jones, had been one of the leading 
Allied prosecutors at the Nuremburg trials of the Nazi war 
criminals and went on to be Attorney-General in the 
postwar Labour government. Dan's mother, Pearl Binder, 
was famed for her glass sculptures, an acclaimed author and 
a great defender of London's Pearly Kings and Queens. 

Dan stayed on in the East End building Bethnal Green 
Trades Council and helping to lead many antifascist 
struggles as well playing a role in the Wapping dispute when 
6,000 newspapers workers went on strike against Rupert 
Murdoch's News International. 

It was Dan's paintings of the lives of ordinary East Enders 
that drew us to him. 

At that time the News of the World was successfully 
campaigning against police and municipal corruption as well 
as giving Britain's Nazis and fascists a very rough ride. 

Andrew Drummond, a News of the World journalist, had 
worked with Searchlight's intelligence team and Ray Hill, 
one of our most successful moles inside the far right who 
became deputy leader of British Movement. When in 1984 
news broke of Ray's defection, his astonishing story was 
splashed all over the News of the World and was told in a 
documentary on Channel 4 television. 

The second prize went to David Tereshchuk for a 
programme on race hate in London Weekend Television's 
Credo series. 

The prize was to be presented in Dan Jones's home in 
Cable Street, east London, scene of the 1936 defeat of 
Oswald Mosley's fascist Blackshirts. 

Andrew said he wanted to bring a colleague from the 
News of the World and who should that turn out to be but 
his editor Derek Jameson. Most of us journalists had great 
admiration for the way he tackled newspaper owners when 
they were bullying or stupid. 

Because of his fog horn voice and his strong East End 
working class accent, Private Eye nicknamed him Sid Yobbo, 
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Derek Jameson who has died aged 82 


an epithet he resented. For all their attacks on the 
establishment, Private Eye's writers were in his eyes a bunch 
of public schoolboys who understood nothing about his 
terrible hardships as a child. Born in poverty and not 
knowing who his father was, he was brought up in care, at 
one time sleeping five to a bug-ridden bed. 

For us “Hackney boys", who had grown up several years 
later than him and had not known the same deprivations, 
listening to Derek's speech at the award ceremony we 
understood his bitterness over what his generation had 
suffered but more so his hatred of fascism and antisemitism. 
He told us of how as a young reporter he had covered 
Mosley's postwar activities and the 43 Group's fight back 
against the fascists, and how the police were led by Jew- 
haters and the magistrates often believed police-concocted 
evidence. 

People who heard Derek on the radio often did not know 
what a cultured person he was. He loved the arts, especially 
opera. 

We at Searchlight who knew him saw him as an 
inspirational mentor for antifascist writers. 


Oppose evictions, fight for sites 


This month marks one year since 
the eviction of the Dale Farm 
Traveller site in Essex. The 
Traveller Solidarity Network (TSN), 
a network of individuals and 
groups that emerged from the 
eviction, is marking the 
anniversary with an action against 
the Department of Communities 
and Local Government (DCLG). 

The eviction made news around 
the world for its brutality, racist 
motivations and staggering cost, 
and the TSN believes it is crucial 
that Travellers’ rights and the 
shocking under provision of sites 
is linked to wide antiracist, 
antifascist and anti-authoritarian 
struggles. 

It was at dawn on 19 October 
2011 that hundreds of riot police 
and bailiffs stormed the Dale Farm Traveller community 
to carry out one of the largest and most brutal evictions 
in the UK. Eric Pickles's DCLG funded the action to the 
tune of £1.2 million and is leading the wholesale attack 
on Gypsy and Traveller rights, abolishing local 
government targets for the provision of sites and 
strengthening powers to evict through the Localism Act. 

The mass action to “evict the DCLG" starts at 1pm at 
Victoria Station on 19 October. It is part of the TSN's 
“Fight for Sites" campaign that was launched at a 
public meeting in London on 20 September to make a 
confrontational and much-needed challenge to local and 
national government, bailiff companies and the media, 
who, in the TSN's view, together construct a cycle of 
homelessness, evictions and racism. 

The TSN has also produced a downloadable action 
pack which explains why Gypsy and Traveller rights and 
opposing evictions are important issues for all antiracists 
and antifascists. The Fight for Sites pack, available at 
http://travellersolidarity.org, details the problems faced 
by this oppressed community and how people can take 
action in support of them. 

Despite the Dale Farm eviction many families are still 
living on the access road, lacking running water and 
electricity, because they have nowhere else to go. 
During the eviction the bailiffs dug deep trenches and 
built huge banks of earth to prevent the former residents 
accessing their own land. In doing so they unearthed the 
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Traveller Solidarity Network 


previous history of this “green belt" land: its former 
use as a scrapyard. On top of the serious problems 
caused by stagnant water, rats and raw sewage, the 
digging exposed toxic materials from the scrapyard, 
including asbestos. A survey in January confirmed that 
families on the roadside are suffering increased illnesses, 
especially flu and many gastro-intestinal problems. 

Basildon Borough Council.is now seeking to evict these 
families, despite a promising planning application in 
progress that would house 15 of the most vulnerable 
families. An eviction would leave these families 
homeless. The Council issued enforcement notices that 
took effect on 29 August, which were to be complied 
with within a month, from which point the Council 
can force the families from the road. An appeal against 
these notices was refused, but other legal possibilities 
are being considered. 

The TSN is still looking for people to act as legal 
observers and is offering training in central London 
over the weekend of 3-4 November. Interested people 
should contact dalefarmbackoffice@riseup.net giving 
their name, contact email address, phone number and 
details of any previous training or experience as a 
legal observer. 

For details of the mass action on 19 October go to 
www.facebook.com/events/140070222801717/?ref=ts. 

You can download the Fight for Sites action pack at 
travellersolidarity.org. 
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No condemnation of 


fascist rally 


By Alfio Bernabei 


LATER THIS MONTH Nazi-fascists will gather in 
Predappio, Mussolini's birthplace, to celebrate the 90th 
anniversary of “the march on Rome” of 28 October, the 
first step towards the dictatorship that was to serve as an 
example to Adolf Hitler*. 

Even at the time, flanked by Blackshirt militia and 
punitive squads who had caused devastation and killed 
hundreds of people, Mussolini had plenty of blood on his 
hands. But those gathering in Predappio will not merely 
pay homage to a criminal bent on achieving power 
through violence. Amid the shops full of Nazi and fascist 
“souvenirs” they will implicitly applaud the Mussolini- 
Hitler ideological and practical alliance, with knowledge of 
the atrocities committed by Nazi-fascism and perfectly 
aware of the fifty million deaths of the Second World 
War. 

Yet, as in previous years, no head of government, no 
ministers, no party leaders will expend a word to 
condemn the rally. For the left-wing local authorities it 
will be business as usual: look the other way. 

Given that no one seems to worry, why not build 
another Predappio to accommodate even more Nazis? It 
has just happened, in the form of a mausoleum in pure 
fascist style, with a surrounding park. The town of Affile, 
south of Rome, has inaugurated a massive memorial 
dedicated to Field Marshall Rodolfo Graziani, who 
through the various stages in his career as a war criminal 
helped exterminate hundreds of thousands of people. 

He began as a young colonel in command of the Italian 
fascist army in Libya in the 1920s where he set up several 
concentration camps and labour camps in which prisoners 
were killed by hanging or died of starvation. A decade 
later he confirmed the nickname he had earned — “the 
butcher” — during the invasion of Ethiopia where for the 
sake of conquest he even contemplated the full 
extermination of its people: “The Duce will have Ethiopia, 
with or without the Ethiopians”. 

He was a master in the use of chemical weapons: “The 
latest attacks (December 1935, in the Areri region)", he 
wrote, “have demonstrated how effective is the use of 
(mustard) gas". In an indiscriminate reprisal against 
resistance fighters he had up to thirty thousand people 
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killed in Addis Ababa. Experimenting with new killing 
methods, he had prisoners thrown out alive from 
aeroplanes into the desert. An estimated 1,200-1,600 
monks were massacred in the Debre Libanos monastery, 
suspected of having given shelter to rebels. 

Perhaps it should be noted that Graziani had some 
admirers in Britain, including James Strachey Barnes, who 
together with academics such as Edmund Gardner of the 
University of London was at the time part of a think-tank 
that was developing fascist propaganda in the UK. 

In 1938 Graziani gave his support to racist legislation. In 
1943 Mussolini named him as Minister of Defence in the 
Sald Republic under Hitler. Those who wouldn't join were 
threatened with execution. The partisans were usually 
hanged before being shot. 

The memorial to this man has cost €127,000 
(£100,000), paid out of public funds in the Lazio Region 
and by the local authorities. The Mayor of Affile, Ercole 
Viri, said he hoped the site would become “as famous as 
Predappio". He derided the critics who were “shamelessly 
trying to smear the reputation of a citizen we should be 
proud of". Again, no head of government, no ministers 
and no party leaders were reported to have expended a 


The huge new fascist memorial in Affile 


Rodolfo Graziani, known as "the butcher" because of his readiness to exterminate populations 


word to condemn the initiative. A Vatican representative 
was present at the inauguration ceremony. 

A party leader who is very pleased with the mausoleum 
is Francesco Storace of La Destra, the rightwing party set 
up in 2007 that looks poised to enter next year's general 
election holding Mussolini's flame. “Graziani was a soldier 
who was doing his job", said Storace, “to protest at the 
mausoleum is quite simply ridiculous". Storace is known 
for having said that whoever thinks fascism was evil must 
be a cretin. 

Last month he posted a message stating that 8 
September was to him a sad anniversary, “the death of 
our country”. This is the date on which, in 1943, Italy 
formally recognised that it had to surrender 
unconditionally to the Anglo-American Allies who had 
landed in Sicily to liberate the country from Nazi-fascism. 
Storace, a former minister in Berlusconi's government and 
currently a Senator, hopes to gather around him the 
smaller fascist parties who accept the need to form a 
coalition. He is probably dreaming of more memorials to 
fascist heroes and a thousand Predappios. 

(A petition to demand that the Italian government and 
the Mayor of Affile “dedicate the memorial to all those in 
Italy and around the world who gave their lives in the 
struggle against Fascism" has been set up in the UK at 
www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/never-forget- 
campaign). 


* Interestingly, it should be noted that as early as July 
1922, the British press reported that Mussolini had 
travelled to Germany to pay a visit to some nationalists 
with a view to establishing some form of alliance. On 22 
July, an incensed Mussolini wrote in // Popolo d'Italia, the 
newspaper that he edited: “They say | have some 
relationship with a certain German parliamentarian called 
Wulle with a view to building fascism in Germany. They 
say that | am planning a trip to Munich or Berlin. This is 
nonsense, | do not know a parliamentarian called Wulle.” 

The entry for Reinhold Wulle in Wikipedia reads: 
“Wulle entered political life in the spring of 1920 when 
he joined fellow rightists Arnold Ruge and Richard Kunze 
in creating the Deutschvélkischen Arbeitsring Berlin as a 
successor to the Deutschvélkischer Schutz und Trutzbund. 
However this group proved short-lived as it was absorbed 
into the German National People's Party (DNVP) in June 
of the same year. Wulle became a leading member of the 
Vélkisch wing of the DNVP, and as such was close to the 
likes of fellow Reichstag members Albrecht von Graefe 
and Wilhelm Henning. 

“Henning was excluded from the DNVP in 1922 due to 
his extreme views and Wulle joined his comrade and von 
Graefe in setting up a vélkische working group. This formed 
the basis of the German Vélkisch Freedom Party (DVFP), 
an anti-Semitic political party which they established on 
December 16, 1922, with Wulle as deputy chairman." 
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News and analysis 


Vote suppression and the 


2012 election 


By Leonard Zeskind www.IREHR.org 


PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA often 
make voting rights in other countries a central plank of 
their foreign policy. Governments in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America are often chastised by American spokespersons 
for measures that are deemed to be “undemocratic” and 
antithetical to easy access voting. But a wide-ranging effort 
by Tea Party activists, Republican Party bureaucrats and 
conservative policy organisations is aimed precisely at 
restricting the number of likely Democratic Party voters: all 
in the hope that a close presidential election will be 
decided for Republicans on the basis of suppressing the 
votes of the elderly, the poor and the non-mobile. 

Voting participation levels are already relatively low. The 
USA ranks 120th in the world, with a vote to registration 
ratio of 66.5%, according to data collected by the 
International Institute for Democracy and Electoral 
Assistance. That is lower than Australia at 94.5%, Canada, 
France, the United Kingdom and Jamaica, and only slightly 
higher than Benin and Mexico. When considering voter 
turnout in relationship to the age-eligible population, the 
numbers are even lower, at 38%. That is lower than 
Greece, Italy, Spain, Germany, France and Korea. 
Obviously, the problem is low numbers of registered 
voters, who often do not vote even when registered. 

The situation is compounded by the fact that each of the 
individual 50 states makes and enforces its own laws that 
govern ballot access for small or “third” parties, how 
voters are registered, and the identification requirements 
needed to cast a ballot. This has allowed state legislators, 
in thrall to the Tea Party supporters who elected them in 
2010, to pass state laws narrowing the portal through 
which citizens can vote. 

In Florida, for example, the legislature enacted a statute 
in 2011 that punished groups such as the League of 
Women Voters if they failed to turn in new voter 
registration forms within 48 hours of completion — a near 
impossibility for a completely voluntary organisation such 
as the League. The law also reduced the number of days 
available for early voting and took other stringent 
measures. After its passage, the League of Women Voters 
withdrew from registering new voters in that state. Finally, 
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in May 2012, a federal district court judge issued a 
temporary injunction blocking the law's most onerous 
provisions; and then in August issued a permanent 
injunction against it. 

During the same period, Governor Scott, a Tea Party 
favourite, announced that Florida officials would “purge” 
the voting rolls of those they deemed ineligible to vote. 
Scott initially developed a list of 180,000 people he wanted 
off the rolls. Election supervisors narrowed that to 2,600 
names and then claimed to verify only 207 voters who 
were not citizens. Scott's actions were challenged by 
several citizen groups as well as the US Justice Department, 
which filed a suit against the state, arguing that it was 
violating Voting Act requirements. Finally, the Secretary of 
State relented: voters were restored to the rolls and Gov. 
Scott backed down. 

The state of affairs in Florida is further compounded by 
its status as a “swing state”, meaning Republicans or 
Democrats both have a chance of carrying the state in the 
November election. And observers will remember that it 
was the huge snafu in Florida voting that allowed the 
Supreme Court to give the election to George W. Bush in 
the year 2000, even though he lost the popular vote 
nationwide. 


State voter ID laws 

There are various forms of voter ID laws on the books in 
30 of the 50 states, and most have been passed since 
2006. After the Tea Party victories in 2010, state legislatures 
passed the most stringent versions of these laws, in some 
cases making it necessary for poor people without drivers’ 
licences to obtain their birth certificates (some of the rural 
poor and elderly do not have birth certificates because they 
were not born in a hospital). These people then have to 
pay for a special state photo ID they can use to register 
and vote. Proponents use the claim that these laws are 
necessary to stop “massive voter fraud”. 

All objective accounts, however, indicate that voter fraud 
is not large, and is perhaps miniscule. The New York Times 
reported in 2007 that 120 cases of all types of voter fraud 
had been filed by the US Justice Department during the 


previous five years. Another news organisation found ten 
voter impersonation cases (the kind voter ID is supposed to 
stop) since 2000. By contrast, these new laws could make 
it harder for more than five million eligible voters, 
according to a study by the Brennan Center for Justice at 
the New York University School of Law. 

Some of the most restrictive state laws have been 
blocked by the courts. In Texas, Wisconsin and _ , 
Pennsylvania, for example, judges have effectively 
enjoined these laws and prevented their enforcement. , 
Nevertheless, problems in all the states remain in the form 
of voting booth bullies who plan to become poll watchers, 
and are likely to try to make it difficult for black people and 
those of colour to vote. 


King Street Patriots and True the Vote 

Pre-eminent among these bullies is an organisation that 
grew directly out of the Tea Party movement: True the 
Vote, which was created out of the King Street Patriots, a 
chapter of Tea Party Patriots in Houston, Texas. Both claim 
to be non-profit, apolitical educational or membership 
organisations. Both are led by Catherine Engelbrecht, who 
has made herself and True the Vote ubiquitous in Tea Party 
circles. 

A complaint filed with the Texas ethics commission in 
2010 claimed, in part, “KSP/True the Vote violated the 
state's prohibition on corporate contributions to political 
parties and candidates”. The complaint cited multiple 
instances where Engelbrecht's organisations worked 
directly with Republican Party candidates, recruiting “poll 
watchers" for them out of Tea Party ranks. 

KSP responded in typical Tea Party form, claiming it was 
the one being bullied by a “George Soros funded 
organisation". But a second case, filed as a lawsuit by the 
Texas Democratic Party, claimed essentially the same thing. 
And a Travis County district judge ruled in March 2012 
that King Street Patriots was not a non-profit organisation 
but a political action committee that must operate by 
different rules. 

The court rulings have not stopped Engelbrecht, 
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however. In Ohio, one of 
the swing states that may 
decide this election, True 
the Vote joined Judicial 
Watch in filing a suit 
against election officials. In 
Arizona, she gave one of 
the biggest speeches to a 
Tea Party Patriots 
convention. In Colorado 
she did something similar 
at a Heritage Foundation 
sponsored event. And in 
dozens of other venues, 
True the Vote collects poll 
watchers who they hope will stem the tide of black and 
brown voters by bullying and other in-your-face tactics. 
Engelbrecht, King Street Patriots and True the Vote argue, 
of course, that such actions are their patriotic duty. 


True the Vote and King Street Patriots 
leader Catherine Engelbrecht 


From tragedy to farce 

If the attempt to curtail voting rights has all the hallmarks 
of a tragedy, complete with self-inflicted wounds to the 
body politic, the situation in the State of Kansas is pure 
farce. Kansas is now and has always been a Republican- 
dominated state. In recent decades, these Republicans have 
been of the far right uncompromising kind. After the 2010 
election, one of its two senators, Jerry Moran, joined the 
small Tea Party Caucus in the Senate. Two of its congressional 
reps, Tim Heulskamp and Lynn Jenkins, are in the Tea Party 
Congressional Caucus. The chance of President Obama 
winning the state's popular vote is zero to none. 

Nevertheless, birthers inside and outside the state are 
working to keep the President off the ballot entirely. 
Birthers deny that President Obama is a natural-born 
citizen, which makes him constitutionally unable to run for 
president. One such person, Joe Montgomery, who works 
for Kansas State University as a communications director, 
filed a complaint with the state's Objections Board. He had 
his claim that Obama was not born in the USA 
adjudicated, and it failed. He dropped the matter. 
Continuing the nonsense, Californian Orly Taitz, often 
known as the “Birther Queen”, is suing the state and the 
Objection Board over the matter, and has a date with a 
Kansas district judge on 3 October. According to 
Democratic State Representative Ann Mah, the affair has 
made the state a “laughing stock”. 

Rep. Mah may be correct about Kansas, and add Taitz 
and Montgomery to the list of the laughable. With the 
stakes high and the election slated to be close, however, 
overcoming these multiple voter suppression efforts is 
essential if anyone is to claim this will be a “free and fair” 
election. 
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elp on the road back to society 


By Sonia Gable 


ANYONE WHO DEALS with offenders in the criminal justice 
system would consider a reoffending rate of 2% impossible 
whatever methods are used to try to turn an individual away 
from crime. But that is the result achieved by a German 
organisation that works not with people convicted of crimes 
but with a not dissimilar target group, namely individuals 
who want to drop out from right-wing extremism and start 
a new life. 

Admittedly the people who contact EXIT-Germany do so 
voluntarily, so they already have a wish to leave that scene, 
but often their ties to it are strong, central to their whole life, 
and they will often face pressure to change their minds, so 
the success rate of around 98% in the 443 cases the 
organisation has completed over the 12 years of its existence 
must say something positive about its work. 

EXIT-Germany was formed in May 2000 by Bernd Wagner, 
a criminologist and former police detective, and the former 
Nazi leader Ingo Hasselbach. It is a private organisation 
funded by donations from foundations and the federal 
government and claims to achieve a far better success rate 
than the German internal intelligence service, the Bundesamt 
fiir Verfassungsschutz — BfV). Searchlight's editor Gerry Gable 
worked with Wagner soon after the fall of the Berlin Wall. 

In an interview with the Goethe Institute earlier this year, 
Wagner explained that the key difference between EXIT- 
Germany and the government's programmes was that his 
organisation provided broader help. The authorities often 
make do with getting people out of the immediate structures 
of right-wing extremism, but for EXIT-Germany it is not 
enough that former neo-Nazis no longer go to 
demonstrations or concerts and take part in violent acts. 
They work together with the individuals concerned, 
generally for one to three years, so they can build a new 
and secure life for themselves. 

EXIT-Germany aims to show right-wing extremists a 
different way to view the world and rej. After the individual 
has decided to break with right-wing extremism, there is 
initial communication, meetings, a building of trust and 
consideration of practical issues. That is followed by a 
complete break with the extreme-right scene. For many 
questions arise about their identity and personal safety, how 
they will find work, where they will live, their social life. In 
almost all cases, says EXIT-Germany, leaving the scene means 
leaving behind social networks including friends, partner and 
sometimes family. EXIT-Germany provides social support, and 
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helps them reflect on the past and restructure their life. 

Security is a problem as right-wing extremist groups 
closely monitor their members and find out quickly 
when someone tries to leave. Wagner's group also helps 
individuals in prison. To break with far-right extremism in 
prison is very difficult as the social control is very strong 
and the opportunity for meetings is limited. 

EXIT-Germany also counsels families affected by right- 
wing extremism and reaches further into society to counter 
stereotypical views about right-wing extremists, such that 
they are always males, from broken families, lower classes 
in society and eastern Germany. In reality right-wing 
extremist groups mirror society. Importantly, EXIT-Germany 
has learned that regular use of violence arises from extreme 
ideologies and not, as is often thought, from individuals’ 
personal background. EX|IT-Germany's experience and the 
research it carries out help others tackle the complex 
problem of right-wing extremism in Germany. 

Asked how his organisation defined success with an 
individual, Wagner explained that there were two criteria. 
First, all contact to members of the extreme-right scene must 
have been broken off completely. This includes not only 
political and ideological ties but also supposed personal 
friendships. Some people initially think they can maintain 
contact with individual comrades though most realise that is 
not possible for security reasons — in case their old comrades 
turn up on their doorstep and beat them up. 

Secondly, they must have changed their view of the world 
and acknowledge the basic concept of freedom and dignity 
for all people and live their lives accordingly. “This is what we 
work towards — that they actually 
think and feel this," says Wagner. 

The BfV estimates there are 
10,000 to 20,000 hard-core 
right-wing extremists in 
Germany. Many more are more 
loosely involved. The lesson 
from EXIT-Germany is that these 
people should not be “written 
off": refusing to talk to them 
achieves nothing. No one is 
beyond redemption. 

For more information about the 
work of EXIT-Germany see 
http://www.exit-deutschland.de. 


EXIT-Germany 


emembering Belchi 


By Pauline Fraser 


THE LITTLE TOWN of Belchite lies in 
ruins on the Aragon steppe in central 
Spain. Several hills surround it, making 
it an obvious target for contending 
armies and it occupies a strategic 
position for an army wishing to attack 
Zaragoza, the Aragon capital. 

It has been fought over twice in 
recent history. The first Battle of 
Belchite took place during the 
Peninsular War on 18 June 1809, 
when a Franco-Polish corps beat the 
Spanish Army, detonating a large 
Spanish ammunition dump. 

The second Battle of Belchite was 
fought in early September 1937. The 
Popular Army of the Republic wanted 
to take Zaragoza, the capital of Aragon, 
to relieve pressure on the forces in 
Asturias and the Basque Country. 


Fascist graffiti desecrates the battle site 


Belchite once boasted a number of 
fine churches and other religious 
buildings from the XVII and XVIII 
centuries. The architects were 
Christianised Moors and the 
architectural style, for which the area is 
famous, is known as Mudéjar. Franco's 
forces used the church towers as 
lookouts and as gun emplacements. 
They stored war material inside the 
buildings, thus inviting attack. 

It was no wonder that the churches 
were targeted in battle. The Anti-Tank 
Battery of the British Battalion of the XV 
International Brigade took part in the 
desperate assault on Belchite, while the 
rest of the Battalion was held in reserve. 
The Republican forces occupied the town 
on 6 September 1937, but were later 
dislodged when Franco swept to victory. 

After the defeat of the Republic, 
Franco left the town in ruins, in order, 


e 


so he thought, to demonstrate how 
“the reds” had attacked a centre of 
Christianity. In the centre of the ruins 
he placed a gaunt, black cross. 

Local people and supporters of the 
International Brigades came together on 
2 September this year, to visit Belchite, 
where a local historian led the group 
around the town. The weekend of 
events, marking the 75th anniversary 
of the Battles of Belchite and nearby 
Quinto, was the first time that many 
local people had discussed the events 
that had left such a mark on their lives. 
We had been warned that there might 
be a commemoration by the Falange or 
similar far-right groups. We heard some 
singing but did not come into contact 
with any organised group. 

However, the Falange, or other 
fascists, had left their calling cards in the 
form of graffiti on a number of sites. 


The Spanish Civil War left Belchite in ruins 
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Natio 


By Natasha Yudina of the SOVA Centre 


NATIONALISTS TOOK PART in the 
third anti-Putin “March of Millions” 
in Moscow on 15 September. The 
protest was called by Opposition 
leaders to demand social and political 
reforms, fair elections and access to 
state television for government critics. 
Nationalists had taken part in the two 
previous marches as well. 

According to estimates by Sova- 
Centre observers, there were around 
200 participants in the main 
nationalist line carrying imperial and 
neo-pagan flags. They were led by 
Georgy Borovikov from the ethno- 
political association The Russians, 
followed by a crowd carrying a large 
banner representing the imperial flag. 
Behind them was another group led 
by Dmitry Demushkin, also from 
The Russians. 

The marchers included Vladimir 
Ermolaev, Anton Severny (The 
Russians) and Alexander Hammer, 
lead singer of the band Kruger. The 
marchers chanted traditional slogans 
including “Russian country for 
Russians", “Cancel 282" (a reference 
to article 282 in the Russian Criminal 
Code, which prohibits “incitement of 
national, racial, or religious enmity”) 
and “Death to enemies”. 

Also present were activists from 
The Will (Volya), a political party led 
by Svetlana Peunova (fewer than 50 
people); a few paratroopers; about 
ten supporters of the Yekaterinburg 
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activist Leonid Khabarov from 
Russian National Militia of Minin 
and Pozharsky (NOMP); activists 
from the National Democratic Party 
(NDP) and the Russian Civil Union 
(RGS) (about 50 people including 
Konstantin Krylov). 

Walking separately was the group 
Volnitsa (fewer than 10 people) with 
a banner reading: “Direct democracy 
— a Russian tradition”. 

Activists from the Eurasian Youth 
Union (ESM), which on the eve of 
the demonstration said it would 
“stop the march of the opposition 
with crosses, daggers and silver 
bullets", gathered at the 
Griboyedov monument and later 
followed the crowd to Sakharov 
Avenue. There were no more than 
ten of them, including four women 


representing the “Women's council" | 


(Zhensovet). One ESM activist, 
Andrei Kovalenko, who held up a 
poster reading “a million you -a 
multitude of us", was punched in 
the face by an unknown man 
wearing an “organiser” badge, 
who fled and disappeared into 
the crowd. 

At Sakharov Avenue the 
nationalists, as usual trying to push 
their way towards the stage, clashed 
with the anarchists and started 
throwing sticks and bottles at 
them. Several people were detained 
by the police. According to some 


1alists join anti-Puti 


blogs, there were simultaneous 
clashes between nationalists and 
LGBT activists. 

The nationalists and other “party” 
sections were kept 50m away from 
the stage by a police barrier, behind 
which they shouted offensive and 
xenophobic slogans at the speakers. 

Speakers included the blogger 
Alexei Navalny, Natalia 
Kholmogorova (ROD) and Alexander 
Belov (The Russians), all eagerly 


n march 


shouting slogans such as “The 
future belongs to us", “Homeland 
or Death", “We will fight to the 
end" and “Glory to Russia!". Before 
Belov's performance, Ilya Yashin 
greeted and welcomed the “Russian 
nationalists". The father of Danil 
Konstantinov, the leader of the 
Moscow Defence League, who is 
under arrest on suspicion of murder, 
held a speech calling for the 
“release of political prisoners”. 


Drunken paratroopers 
injure five in racist attacks 


By Natasha Yudina of the SOVA Centre 


VILLAGERS IN POBEDA, near St Petersburg, chased “illegal” foreign workers around 
the area, beat them and handed them over to the police after a woman was raped. 
The racist outbreak occurred even though the rapist had already been arrested. 

Attacks by racists and neo-nazis in August left at least 15 people injured in the 
Moscow region, St Petersburg, Orel region, and the Republics of Bashkortostan and 
Tatarstan. Several took place on 2 August, a national day of celebrations dedicated to 
the Russian Airborne Troops, when at least five people were injured in racist attacks 
by drunken paratroopers. 

Also in August several Orthodox activists in Moscow attacked people and organisations 
that, in one way or another, demonstrated support for the Pussy Riot punk band. 

A clash between local people and Roma in the village of Krotovka in the Samara 
region was one of several conflicts with xenophobic overtones in August. Another 
was an attack on vendors at the Southern Market in Stavropol. 

Since the beginning of this year, 12 people have been killed and 129 people injured 
in racist violence. 

At least 15 acts of neo-nazi vandalism occurred in 11 regions of the country. 
Attacks on 10 Orthodox sites were associated with the sentencing of Pussy Riot on 
17 August. Vandals also damaged several Muslim and Protestant buildings, a 
Pentecostal church and two monuments to Vladimir Lenin. 

On 8 August the Tverskoy Court in Moscow convicted Nikolai Dvoynyakov, 

Vitaliy Vasin, Vladimir Kirpichnikov and Gregory Bilchenko on charges of rioting at 
Manezhnaya Square on 11 December 2010 when violence broke out at a nationalist 
rally. The offences for which they were found guilty — participation in mass riots, 
violence against a public officer and hooliganism — were not racially motivated. Only 
Kirpichnikov was additionally convicted of incitement to ethnic hatred. They received 
sentences ranging from two years’ probation to three years’ custody. 

Several new items were added to the Federal List of Extremist Materials, compiled 
by the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation, in August. Many are xenophobic 
materials, including videos from the Vkontakte online social network: a publication 
from the website “Rehabilitation of swastika: for people of good will"; the newspaper 
Orthodox Rus; an article from the newspaper Cossack View; the book The Russian 
Orthodox Church and the Modern Pre-Antichrist Era; some comments from the 
Odnoklassniki online social network; an article by Alexander Dugin; Islamic materials 
including the websites “Kavkazinform", “Islamdin", hunafa.com; lectures by 
Khamidullin, an ideologist from the religious association At-Takfir wal-Hegira; Muslim 
religious works, including an essay by the medieval Islamic theologian al-Ghazali and 
the website of the Azerbaijani Islamic independent news publication milleti- 
ibrahim.info; a book by Svetlana Ziyarvoy, Back From the Future; and several issues of 
the magazine Zvezda Selennoy. The Sova-Centre considers some parts of this ban to 
be wrongly imposed. 

The Moscow City Court classified the interregional civil association the Northern 
Brotherhood (Severnoe Bratstvo) as extremist, bringing the total of such organisations 
published on the website of the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation to 29. 
Terrorist organisations are not included. 
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Darkness at dawn ....<:. 


PEOPLE HIT BY the Greek coalition 
government's crippling austerity 
measures are turning to Golden Dawn 
to “protect” them. And there is growing 
evidence that the police are openly 
telling Athenians to seek help from the 
Nazi group according to political 
analysts and lawyers. 

While Golden Dawn steps up its 
campaign of vigilantism and violence 
against immigrants, many of whom are 
legal citizens, it encourages people hit 
by record levels of poverty and 
unemployment to blame immigrants, 
which it categorises as illegal, for the 
economic crisis and for crime. 

Victims of crime report police telling 
them that if immigrants are involved 
they should go to Golden Dawn. And 
people do, because they have nowhere 
else to go if the police cannot deliver. 
People say that the Nazis, who took 18 
seats in the 300-seat parliament in June 
promising to tackle “immigrant scum”, 
are simply doing the job of a state that 
has failed to reject the measures 
imposed on the country by the 
International Monetary Fund, European 
Central Bank and the EU, and left 
people feeling overwhelmed by a sense 
of powerlessness. 

“For a lot of people in poorer 
neighbourhoods we are liberators,” 
said Yiannis Lagos, one of Golden 
Dawn's MPs. “The state does nothing,” 
he told a television chat show, adding 
that Golden Dawn was the only party 
that was helping Greeks on the ground. 


XPYZH AYTH NEAZ YOPKHE 
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The party regularly distributes food 
and clothes parcels to poor and elderly 
people in an undisguised programme to 
win support. The goods come from 
other people whom the party helps or 
“protects” and expects to make 
donations in return. 

The strategy seems to be working. 
Golden Dawn's support is growing 
among people who feel abandoned by 
the coalition government, led by the 
centre-right New Democracy and 
supported by the socialist Pasok and 
Democratic Left parties. In one survey 
last month 22% of people expressed 
positive opinions about Golden Dawn, 
compared to 12% in May. The 
popularity of Nikos Michaloliakos, the 
party's leader, increased by eight points, 
much more than any other party leader. 

Paschos Mandravelis, a prominent 
political analyst, attributed the rise in 
part to the symbiotic relationship 
between the police and Golden Dawn. 
“Greeks have not turned extremist 
overnight. A lot of the party's backing 
comes from the police, young recruits 
who are apolitical and know nothing 
about the Nazis or Hitler,” he said. 

“For them, Golden Dawn supporters are 
their only allies on the front line when 
there are clashes between riot police 
and leftists.” 

The party is also trying to win support 
among Greek communities abroad. Last 
month it opened an office in New York, 
announcing its presence with a fancy 
new website depicting a stylized 
swastika against a darkened Manhattan 
skyline. The site lasted less than a day, 
taken down by hackers. 

But Golden Dawn's violence and 
oppressiveness is losing it some support. 
A video that went viral in Greece last 
month shows around 40 burly men 
wearing black t-shirts with the party's 
name marching through a night market 


in the town of Rafina on 7 September. 
Led by Giorgos Germenis, a Golden 
Dawn MP, they demanded to see 
permits and overturned and destroyed 
stalls with clubs, scattering the 
merchandise. “We saw a few illegal 
immigrants selling their wares,” 
Germenis says in the video. “We did 
what Golden Dawn has to do. And now 
we're going to church to pay our 
respects to the Madonna.” A threat to 
conduct similar raids against vendors 
attending an annual fair in the town of 
Arta caused uproar. 

Antifascist organisations in Athens are 
continuing to work in neighbourhoods to 
counter Golden Dawn's vigilantism. 
Javied Aslam, head of the Migrant 
Workers’ Association in Greece, says that 
knife-wielding fascists have attacked 
some 500 people over the past six 
months with impunity from the police. 

Mandravelis wrote on the Kathimerini 
website: “There appear to be gangs of 
criminals that drive around the city 
beating, stabbing and killing fellow 
humans and yet no state authority 
seems willing or able to do anything 
about it. 

“The Greek press is rife with reports 
of ‘attacks carried out by members of 
Golden Dawn’, the country's neo-fascist 
political party. However, no prosecutor 
seems to be looking into the allegations.” 

The left-wing opposition Syriza party, 
the Coalition of the Radical Left, blamed 
the government for the wave of attacks 
on migrants, accusing it of creating a 
“political climate of targeting 
immigration as the cause of all of the 
country’s woes”. 

Justice Minister Antonis Roupakiotis 
has now threatened tougher prison 
sentences for those who attack migrant 
workers. But if the police continue their 
close relationship with Golden Dawn, 
little is going to change. 
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